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Psychology A (PSYA3) - AQA GCE Specimen Mark Scheme

UNIT 3 TOPICS IN PSYCHOLOGY

AO1 - knowledge and understanding of psychology (as a science) and of how science
works (9 marks)

AO2 - Application of knowledge and understanding of psychology and of how science
works: analysis and evaluation of knowledge and processes; application of scientific

knowledge and processes to unfamiliar situations, including issues; assessment of the
validity, reliability and credibility of scientific information (12 marks)

AO3 - How science works - Psychology; candidates should be able to describe ethical,
safe and skilful practical techniques and processes; know how to make, record and
communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements; analyse, interpret,
explain and evaluate methodology, results and impact of their own and others'
investigative activities (4 marks)

In Unit 3, candidates are also required to demonstrate their understanding of the major
approaches in psychology through their study of individual topics; also to develop an
appreciation of issues and debates as relevant to each topic: for example,
gender/cultural bias, the role of animals in research, ethical issues, nature/nurture, free
will and determinism, and reductionism.

An initial suggestion was to mention explicit issues/debates/approaches in questions.
Trying this made it apparent that this could be extremely artificial and would lead to quite
complex marking criteria. It seems more appropriate and workable to incorporate such
material in the combined AO2/AO3 mark schemes, and make it clear to candidates that
reaching the higher bands would depend upon reasonably effective reference to such
material. The AO3 marks are likely to be accessed through methodological analysis and
evaluation of studies.
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ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES UNIT 3

Question AO1 mark AO2 mark AO3 mark Total
01 9 12 4 25
02 9 12 4 25
03 9

04 12 4 25
05 9 12 25
06 5

07 4 12 4 25
08 9 12 25
09 9

10 12 4 25
11 9 12 25
TOTALS 27 36 12 75






