Chapter 21:

The impact of rationing:
· To maintain civilian morale there needed to be enough food and other commodities
· Shortages and inadequacies of the rationing system during WWI were one of main causes of growing war-weariness
· Decrees establishing a food rationing system were issued in August 1939, even before the war began 
· Clothing not initially included in the rationing scheme, but permits were required to purchase clothes causing panic buying before the regulations took effect and led to the inclusion of clothing in the rationing scheme in Nov 1939
· Allocation of food rationing based on age, occupation and race- those employed in manual labour received more than those who had more deskbound occupations 
· Jews smaller rations and there were special allocations for groups such as pregnant mothers, nursing mothers and the sick.
· Remained largely unchanged first 2 years of war and Nazis were reluctant to make significant reductions at beginning of war as this might provoke anti-war feelings 
· Exploited newly occupied countries for food supplies and while the Soviet-Nazi pact was in place there were imports of grain 
· After the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, some rations were reduced 
· E.g. meat ration was cut from 500g per person per week to 400g then cut again 
· Later years of the war goods were short in supply and meat couldn’t be eaten everyday especially in the industrial cites (many Germans were experiencing malnutrition)
· In countryside farmers had access to food they could grow themselves but also experienced shortages of animal feed, fuel and replacement tools which limited their ability to produce food.

Impact of propaganda and indoctrination of morale:
· Used secret police system, the SD and the Gestapo to monitor the public mood and effectiveness of propaganda 

Phase 1:  Blitzkrieg, September 1939 – June 1941:
· Events:
· After defeating Poland in the east, German forces achieved a series of quick victories against various European countries 
· Public mood:
· The public mood was unstable in first 21months of war and propaganda was not effective in lifting morale.
· Quick and easy victories at the early stages if war were a cause of celebrations; edited newsreels showed German forces sweeping aside inferior opposition as they achieved victors.
· Hitler presented as a military genius who was responsible for these victories and his speeches broadcast on the radio were vital in lifting morale.
· Between January 1940 and June 1941 Hitler made 9 major speeches- propaganda at this stage led people to be optimistic and believe the war would be over soon.
Phase 2: The spreading war, June- December 1941:
· Events:
· Germany invaded the USSR in June 1941 and occupied vast areas of territory but in December 1941, the Red Army launched a counterattack which halted German advance 
· Germany declared war on the USA in December- hope of a short victorious war was over- now faced a World war against the Grand Alliance of the USSR, USA and Britain.
· Public mood:
· Invasion of the USSR presented as a crusade against ‘Jewish Bolshevism’ and the success of German forces in forcing the Red Army to retreat brought a feeling of optimism.
· However, SD reported the people’s fears that the war would go on for years 
· Although Nazis downplayed the extent if the soviet success, letters home from soldiers at the front undermined the propaganda
· They talked of the harsh winter conditions and limitless soviet supply of manpower and military equipment.
· Hopes of quick easy victory disappeared 
· Other scapegoats needed to explain the spreading of the wat in 1941, as Germany declared war on the USA- behind the grand alliance according to propaganda lay a Jewish international conspiracy to destroy the Third Reich and the Aryan race and there was an increase of anti-Semitic propaganda at the time.

Phase 3: The turning of the tide, January 1942- January 1943:
· Events:
· German losses in the USSR started to mount in the harsh winter conditions
· Public mood:
· Rising casualty figures and letters home from soldiers serving on the Easter Front gradually awakened the civilian population to the realities of the war they were engaged in 
· When Goebbels broadcast an appeal to collect winter clothing for soldiers on the Easter Front, the mood of disillusionment deepened.
· The defeat at Stalingrad was a major turning point, both militarily and at the home front- signalled the defeat for Nazi propaganda and the armed forces
· News of the defeat was a shock to public morale because Goebbels had built-up unrealistic expectations of Nazi victory and concealed the truth 
· Criticism of propaganda increased, and the Hitler myth began to lose some of its power
· However, there was deep patriotism and endurance of hardship which was used as an attempt to win the war.

Phase 4: February 1943- May 1945: ‘Total War’ and the defeat of Germany
· Events:
· In February 1943, Goebbels declared that Germany was engaged in a ‘Total War’
· The British and Americans attempted to cripple Germany’s war effort through unrelenting bombings against German cities 
· The D-Day landings in Normandy in June 1944 opened up a second Front in Western Europe and by early 1945 Allied forces had entered Germany itself.
· Berlin was captured by Soviet forces in April 1945 and Germany accepted surrendered to the Allies on 8 May 1945.
· Public mood:
· In early 1943 clear that Germany involved in a struggle for survival 
· Goebbels speech in Berlin Feb 1943 of ‘Total war’ (mobilises entire population and resources to participate in war effort) received criticism of these measures being introduced too late.
· No longer was Hitler portrayed as a military genius although attempts were made to shift the blame on incompetent military commanders
· By spring of 1944, morale had declined even further with news of continuous retreat of German forces on the Eastern Front, the failure of the U- boat campaign to beat Britain and heavy allied bombing raids on cities.
· D-Day in June 1944 a further serious blow to Germany however, surprisingly morale went up slightly due to the feeling of the final settling of the war and Goebbels talk of plans of retaliation with secret weapons.
· The use of V1 and V2 missiles in 1944-5 temporarily raised spirits, but these weapons did not change the course of the war militarily or public opinion 
· By end of August 1944, Paris had been liberated and German forces were retreating making defeat to be accepted
· SD reports show most people lost faith in the Fuhrer
· Propaganda faced criticism and crumbled in last months

The impact of bombing on morale:
· March 1942 British RAF carried out major bombing raid on the city of Lübeck
· Start of Allied mass bombing campaign in which the RAF attacked German cities at night and US army air forces attacked by day, often with 1000 aircraft at a time
· In 1943, bombing campaign became even more intense with 43 German cities being attacked between March and July 
· Hamburg was bombed 7 times between 25 July and 3rd August 
· All of German main industrial and port cities were attacked
· Official reports on the impact on morale spoke of resilience of the civillian population and their continuing support of the regime
· But in reality, morale fell
· Goebbels attempted to keep up morale in face of the air raids with talk of retaliation using secret weapons
· The mass bombing was designed by the Allies to break the will of the civilian population to carry on supporting the war
· Despite war-weariness, workers continued to turn up for work and till the end of 1944, production was maintained

The end of the war:
· As soviet forces entered Germany in January 1943, 3.5 million Germans fled their homes to escape the fighting  
· Could not expect help from army as they were also retreating, and many couldn’t find trains or ships since priority was given to transport of military supplies
· Responsibility of evacuation was left to local Gauleiters, many of whom delayed the order to leave until the last minute
· Resulted in people having to walk hundreds of miles facing cold, hinger, disease and attacks by Allied forces
· Estimates of those who died in those marches vary from 500,000 to 1 million
· When survivors reached the Western part of Germany, they found cities devastated by bombings and a civilian facing severe hardships
· The added pressures of East evacuees left at least a quarter of the civilian population homeless
· Transport systems stopped working, electricity and gas supplies were cut, water and sewage systems damaged and epidemic diseases began to appear 
· Food supplies running low and serious risk of starvation 
· Civilian morale collapsed- exhausted and suffering severe hardships but still few signs of outward resistance 
· On the whole they reacted passively 

The changing impact of the war on German society

Elites:
· some felt a moral conviction that the Nazi regime was evil
· others were patriotic about their country but believed Hitler was leading Germany to destruction
· some were democrats while others were traditional, aristocratic conservatives who wanted to return to an authoritarian government

Workers:
· in his ‘Decree on the Conversion of the Whole German Economy onto a War Footing’ of 3rd September 1939, Hitler imposed wage reductions and a ban on the payment of bonuses for overtime
· caused widespread discontent among labour force which was reflected in increased level of absenteeism 
· as a result, in October 1939, wage levels restored to pre-war levels and payments of bonuses reintroduced, but wage rates not allowed to increase
· war measures began to impact workers during 1943-44
· in august 1944, a total ban on holidays was imposed, the working week increased to 60 hours and extra payments for working overtime abolished 
· increased pressure led to an increased absenteeism, but they faced disciplinary action
· workers could have their status removed which would result in conscription and possibly a posting in the Eastern Front
· employers could also allocate extra food rations to those with who had good attendance records and impose fines for absenteeism and bad timekeeping
· the increased working hours and pressure to produce more led to many accidents and health deterioration 

Women:
· as housewives, married women were obliged to spend time queueing for supplies of vital foodstuffs when shortages occurred
· as mothers, had to bear a harder task of childcare when husbands were away in the armed forces
· as workers, played an increasingly vital role in the German war economy
· by May 1939, as a result of the four year plan the number of women in paid employment increased, there were 6.4 million married women in employment and women made up 37.4% of the industrial labour force
· increased need of armaments at a time where men were constricted required women in the industry 
· however, came into conflict with Nazi ideology and Hitler initially refused to allow more women to be conscripted into workforce
· not much- by June 1940, only 250,000 women had been conscripted into war work
· regime also provided generous benefits for the families of conscripted soldiers thus removing on the reasons for married women to seek work
· with increasing work hours, more pressure for married women with children to leave employment 
· resulting in a decline in women workers in industries between 1939-1941 but growing number of women in agriculture
· June 1941, Goring issued a decree that all female workers who were in receipt of family allowance and had given up paid employment but had not produced children should be forced to register to work or lose their allowance
· However, this exempt the middle-class women and mainly employed working class
· Women thus disliked the class divide and only had 130,000 extra women working in armaments factories
· The defeat at Stalingrad (USSR) in January 1943 meant that the total mobilisation of labour had become essential
· The decree that some month forced all women 17-45 to register for work
· Exemptions of pregnant women, older women, women with 2 children and farmers’ wives
· Working class women again resented the exemptions and lack of consistency and by June 1943, fewer than half a million women had joined the industrial labour force
· In November 1943, Hitler asked to approve of raising the upper age limit of women to 50, he refused but situation became so desperate that he was forced to do so in 1944
· By 1945, women compromised 60% of the labour force
· Women also increasingly assigned auxiliary roles within armed forces (non-combat roles)
· By end of the war, about 50,000 women were involved in anti-aircraft operations and 30,000 worked on searchlights
· In summer 1944, army established an Auxiliary Corps for women and by January 1945, there were 470,000 female auxiliaries
· End of war taken further with women battalions of the army and women trained for combat roles.

Youth:
· Membership of the Hitler Youth and BDM had become compulsory for all people in 1939
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nazis treated the welfare and indoctrination of young people as a high priority and believe that young people could contribute to the war effort
· Did not however considering conscripting the young early on the war
· Hitler youth activities continued with emphasis on preparing them as soldiers through training in fieldcraft and shooting practice
· Also sent to help with the harvest and collecting money for the Winter Aid programme
· Even before 1942, age of young men subject to conscription reduced
· In 1940, youth can be called to armed forces at age of 19 and in 1941 reduced to 18 and 17 in 1943
· Increasing demands on the young- in 1942, 600,000 boys and 1.4million girls had been organised through their youth organisations to help with gathering harvest
· 17year olds would attend 3-week courses under the army and Waffen SS instructors
· By November 1942,120 of these camps had been established 
· In January 1943, as part of implementation of total war policy, 16 and 17 year old schoolboys were conscripted as Luftwaffe and naval auxiliaries and deployed on air defence duties
· Whole school classes were conscripted, and the boys continued their education under visiting teachers
· Young people increasingly militarised at end of war- age of conscription further reduced to 16 in 1945
· Conscription into the Volkssturm (home guard) introduced in September 1944 for 16-60-year olds who were not fit fir active service 
· The young men dug anti-tank ditches and were trained to use anti-tank weapons 
· By the end of war boys as young as 12 were conscripted into the Volkssturm 
· In 1943, a special Hitler Youth division of the Waffen SS set up for 16-18 yr olds and sent to France in 1944 and saw action in the Battle of Normandy

