Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion
The concept of God as Creator
The Bible opens with accounts of God and creation. There are 2 creation stories in Genesis. Genesis 1(Priestly account); the universe is created piece by piece and finally humanity is placed on the earth to rule it – God creates the world in 6 days and rests on the seventh- concerned primarily with the creation of the universe. Genesis 2(Yahwist account); briefer account of God’s creation of the earth and plant life but it is clear that these were set up ready for God’s most important creation, humanity- creates woman from man’s rib- talks directly to the humans created- set out in more detail God’s relationship with humanity- also includes the first sin of Adam and Eve and their expulsion from the garden.
· The creativity of God is described in the Bible as being deliberate; God has a mind and purposes, and the creation of the world is done in accordance with these
· The traditional Christian and Jewish view is that God creates ‘ex nihilo’, out of nothing. Matter comes into existence where there was no matter before.
· God is believed to be the creator of everything that exists, which raises problems when people try to account for the existence of evil and suffering in the world. 
· God’s creation of the world is ongoing and continual. God did not just see the world off in motion and then go away; he created the world as the beginning of a process and a relationship.
The way the Bible presents God as involved with his creation: 
Intimately involved with his creation at all stages. Priestly account; his involvement is in Word- commands each part of the creative process and it occurs, “and so it was”. Yahwist account; involvement seen through action- God “planted, made, fashioned”- demonstrate activity of God. Shown to care for his creation- provides for humanity’s needs- “you are free to eat of all the trees in the garden”. Provides for needs of other beings of creation- “I give all the foliage of the plants as their food”. God recognised humanity needs emotional care and companionship- “it is not good for man to be alone, I will create a helper for Him”.
Relationship of humanity + God shown as climax of God’s involvement with creation. Priestly account; creation of humanity last- everything in place for humanity’s survival- humanity is created in “God’s own image”- humanity given responsibility for all creation- destined for relationship with God. Yahwist account; humanity created first- woman formed from man and coexist in a relationship with God.  God creates humanity with the intention of being in a relationship with them. In Yahwist account humanity turns against all that God has done-humanity leaves their unique relationship with God for the possibility of knowledge. However, God remains involved in his creation- humanity is punished, but not ignored- God continues to provide for humans- he “clothed” Adam + Eve after they left the Garden of Eden. 
Imagery of God as a craftsman:
Benevolent craftsman; creates everything good-end of Priestly account, “indeed, very good”- his skill as craftsman is in the attention he pays to detail- caring + intricate creator- doesn’t design impersonal processes or show little interest to the working of creation- ensuring that his creation is designed to fulfil future plans, e.g. puts seeds in the fruits on the trees- wants to continue creation and the smallest details of it’s existence.
Holy craftsman; creation is “blessed” by him- sets it apart from human creation which is flawed- his creation is a divine process. God is the ordered creator- speaks with clear instructions on the process and appearance of creation- begins by the ordering of the earth and then by filling it with a variety of things.
Yahwist account – “shaped man from the soil of the ground”- presented as a potter, moulding man from the earth- stresses the interwoven nature of creation- man is not separate from the world as God created from all sources
Concept of omnipotence:
God is an all powerful being. Not questioned that he created the world- accepted that he did. Presented as a transcendent being during creation- he is distinctive from the universe he is creating, “created heaven and earth” Gen 1. Only creator- not a number of Gods. Priestly account; God can create with a command- at one statement, God can bring things into existence, “Let there be light, and there was light”. Not only does he create, he creates goodness only- God wanted to create- God has a plan and it starts at the moment of creation
Concept of omniscience:
God has knowledge of everything that has happened in the past, in the present and knows what will happen in the future, he knows people’s thoughts and motives, better than they do themselves, no one can hide their thoughts or actions from God. Sees all aspects of his creation- Priestly account “God saw all he had made” on the sixth day- can see + comprehend all of his creation in one moment. Overall understanding He has about the purpose of His creation- can look at the wider role of humanity- makes for humanity in his creation.
Concept of omnipresence:
God is present everywhere and throughout time; God is in all parts of his creation. God’s in all places at all times- seen in his actions through the whole of creation- he is active in all parts of the world- Priestly “God made the vault” “God made two great lights” “God created man in the image of himself”- present in all aspects of creation
Concept of ‘create ex nihilo’:
Nothing existed before God. Everything in existence was created by God from nothing- deliberate action from God that is good- God is the master of the world and its contents  but remains outside of his creation- all parts of creation have an intimate relationship with their creator- “In the beginning, when God created the universe, the earth was formless and desolate. The raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness, and the power of God was moving over the water” Genesis 1:1-2. Priestly account; earth was a “formless void”- God creates the most basic elements over the following days. Argument over whether Gen 1 refers to creation ex nihilo- idea of something being formless could support the notion that there was some sort of chaos over with God imposed order. Yahwist account; God imposing order onto a barren wasteland- bring order but not from nothing- before God intervenes it is said “water flowed out of the ground and watered all the surface of the soil”. Ex nihilo supports the notion of God’s omnipotence. 
Compared with Aristotle’s Prime Mover:
Prime Mover has none of the qualities associated with the God of the Bible- Prime Mover is an inactive being and is an idea or principle- difference between theism and deism. Biblical account God makes moves towards a relationship with humanity- Aristotle believed humanity was moved with love towards the Prime Mover.

The goodness of God
· In the Bible, the goodness of God sets a moral standard for people, and demands a response from them.
· God’s goodness is perfect.
· God rewards and punishes people according to the extent to which they take notice of his goodness
· God’s goodness involves a personal care and concern for individuals. Their prayers are answered, their needs are met, and their behaviour is judged according to the extent to which they show concern for each other
· For Christians, the goodness of God is revealed most completely in the person and work of Christ
· According to Christian teaching, the Holy Spirit is the means by which Christians can share in and demonstrate to others the goodness of God.
The ways in which the God of the Bible is seen as morally perfect and the source of human ethics:
Christians and Jews believe God is perfect because the Bible states he is. They find evidence to support this in the world he created. For them, perfection and goodness are the same when speaking of God. God is the source of all goodness in the world and this goodness filters down through all his creation. For Christians especially, God’s goodness equates to love, and they regard the creation of the world as an act of love. God’s goodness lacks nothing. It cannot be improved upon; it is not potential but actual. 
For Christians, God’s goodness is seen in the person of Jesus, whom they believe was the son of God; “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in hi may not die but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the World to be its judge, but to be its saviour” The concept of God shows him to be very much a part of his creation and inter-acting as a human, through the person of Jesus, with the humans he created. Christians regard the teachings and actions of Jesus as further examples of God’s goodness. That God was prepared to let his son, Jesus, die for humanity, is seen by Christians as further proof of his goodness. 
In the Old Testament book of Job, a good man suffers one disaster after another. Throughout it all, Job remains faithful and obedient to God even though he cannot understand the undeserved calamities. Ultimately his unquestioning faith in God is rewarded. Questioning and reasoning are not needed. God’s goodness is not just concerned with the people as a whole, but with individuals.
The concept of God as lawgiver and as judge:
Jews and Christians believe people should respond to God’s goodness by obeying his commands. Exodus 20 shows God as the law-giver when he gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Giving the laws was an act of love and concern for humanity because it provided them with guidance about how they should lead their lives. It follows therefore that, like the concerned parent, God is full of righteous anger, often called righteous indignation, if his people do not obey his commands. God is responds with anger and punishment if people disobey him. In the same way, a parent who doesn’t care if their child breaks the rules at home or in the street would hardly be considered a good, loving parent. A good God punishes wrong-doers so they can learn from their mistakes. God becomes angered at injustice, and calls prophets to make the people aware that they are failing him- righteous indignation. 
(You should probably also be aware that candidates should also be able to consider whether, in a Biblical context, God commands things because they are good or whether things are good because God commands them. But I have no notes for this- if anyone does, it would be kindly appreciated if they could mail them me, my username is Grund. Also, candidates should be able to discuss the areas in the topic in a critical manner.)
