
50 templates for improving teaching and learning 1. Getting to know students
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Existing knowledge

Rationale Students bring knowledge with them when they enter the classroom. Some may

be entirely new to the material. Others may have covered the subject or topic

before or they may have an interest which they pursue outside formal education.
Teachers need to be aware of this pre-existing knowledge in order to offer 

appropriate levels of challenge and support.

How to use Teachers can use the form to capture information about students. The teacher 

can input the relevant topics, subjects, or sections of the specification onto the 

form and students can score themselves against each part.

Interpretation of the results may require some care, as students are making their 

own assessment and may under- or over-estimate their knowledge.

This form could be used for a whole course or for part of a course.

The results can be used to inform the choice of topics or contexts for learning 
and/or to select students for group work or teams: students can be matched with 

those who have similar or complementary levels of prior knowledge. The 

information can also help teachers take advantage of the individual expertise of

certain students.

Example

Subject or topic Astronomy

Have you studied this subject before? Yes

If yes, please give details I think I’ve done bits in Science GCSE

Rate your knowledge of the following topics (tick the relevant column)

Topic/issue

1

Know
nothing

2

Know a 
little

3

Not sure

4

Know
quite a 

lot

5

Know
lots

The origins of the universe 

The solar system 

The speed of light 

Telescopes 

Space exploration 

Satellites 

The history of astronomy 

Space in the media and film 

Comments or questions

I know a lot about space in the media because I watch a lot of science fiction films.

I know something about space exploration and the solar system because I watched the news

about the Mars explorer space mission.
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Study skills audit 

Name ............................................................................................................................................... 

Rate yourself at the following study skills. Tick the scores that you think apply to you. 

Poor 

1 2 3 4 

Excellent 

5 

Listening to teachers and 
presentations 

Working out problems 

Revising for tests and exams 

Making my own notes 

Long pieces of writing such as 
essays 

Organising my time 

Concentrating in lessons 

Discussing ideas 

Presenting to others 

Doing my own research 

Doing homework 

Using computers 

Choose one of these skills to improve............................................................................

By when? ......................................................................................................................

Action: What will I do to meet my target? 

Evidence: How will I know that I have met my target? 

Teacher comment/feedback 
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Study skills audit: Teachers’ notes 

Rationale Enabling students to reflect on their approaches to learning is crucial in their 

development as independent learners. Effective self-evaluation generates pride 

in success, and modification and improvement become a natural part of the 

learning process. 

How to use The study skills audit asks students to assess their abilities in generic study 

skills. Using the Word files on the CD-ROM, teachers can insert extra lines to 
add subject specific skills if these are relevant, or they can change the list of 

study skills.  

The student assesses their own performance, chooses one of the skills for 
improvement and devises a plan on how to achieve this. It is important that such 

targets and actions are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, 

Time-specific) – otherwise they may prove ineffective. Students (and teachers) 
may benefit from some guidance on the setting of SMART targets. 

Example 

Here are examples of how the boxes on the audit might be used. 

Action: What will I do to meet my target? 

Work through some of the practice exercises in my booklet 

Work through the examples on the Maths website 

Attend homework club next Tuesday to go through my answers with a teacher 

Evidence: How will I know that I have met my target? 

I will understand percentages better 

I will get a better mark in my next test 

Teacher comment/feedback 

This looks like a sound strategy for improvement. If at any point you feel like you are getting 

stuck, let me know and we can go through it again together. 

I think you have underrated your understanding of percentages. 




